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                                     MAHA BISHUBA MILAN 2026 
                                                 ODIA NEW YEAR 

 
Date of Event 13TH April 2026 

Name of the Event Maha Bishuba Milan 2026 Odia New Year 

Type of the Event Cultural and Life Skill Development Program 

Conducted by 
School of Pharmacy in Association with SRIJANAM the Cultural 
Club, GIGNOSCO the Domain Specific Club of Pharmacognosy, 
BHESAJAM Club and Bharatiya Vivek Peeth: Centre for IKS 

No. Of Participants 
70 

 
OBJECTIVE: 
Maha Bishuba Milan 2026 aims to promote Indian cultural heritage, especially Odia Traditions, 

while strengthening the spirit of unity in diversity. It seeks to encourage active participation in 

both cultural and academic activities, providing a dynamic platform for creative expression 

and talent showcase. Additionally, the initiative focuses on integrating traditional knowledge 

system with modern education, fostering a holistic learning environment. Through this, it 

aspires to develop leadership qualities, teamwork, and a sense of community engagement 

among students.  

DETAILS: 

 
Pana Sankranti, also known as Maha Bishuba Sankranti, is the traditional Odia New Year. It 

marks the sun’s transition into Mesha Rashi (Aries) zodiac sign which corresponds to 

the Baisakha month in the traditional Odia calendar and signals the beginning of summer as 

well as the new agricultural cycle. The festival is observed by offering “Pana,” a sweet and 

refreshing drink made from bael, alongside rituals like Basundhara Theki (water offering) to 

honour nature, is prepared in every household from hindu Odia over the Tulsi Chaura (तुलसी-

मंचा). This day is also commemorated as Hanuman Jayanti. 

On this occasion Maha Bishuba Milan 2026 celebration, marking the Odia New Year, was organized 

under the leadership of (Prof.) Dr. Jyotirmaya Sahoo, Dean School of Pharmacy ARKA JAIN 

University with great enthusiasm. The event beautifully reflected the theme “Ek Bharat Shreshtha 

Bharat,” emphasizing unity through cultural diversity and traditional values.  

The event was graced by the presence of esteemed dignitaries including Dr. Angad Tiwari Pro 

Vice Chancellor, Dr. S.S. Razi Chairperson, Board of Management, Dr. Amit Srivastava Registrar,   

Dr. Jasbir Singh Dhanjal Joint Registrar, and various HODs along with respected faculty members 

and students. 

The program was successfully coordinated by the student bodies including SRIJANAM the 
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Cultural Club which promotes creativity, preserve cultural values, and provide a platform for 

artistic expression. The club organized dance, drama, and cultural performances, encouraged 

talent showcase, and promoted unity through cultural diversity. GIGNOSCO Club the domain 

specific club of Pharmacognosy which enhances knowledge in pharmacognosy and medicinal 

plants. The club connected the traditional medicine system Bel Panna with Bael fruit, explained 

medicinal uses, and demonstrated practical relevance of pharmacognosy in traditional 

practices. BHESAJAM Club which introduces the students to pharmacy, to promote leadership, 

networking, and community service. The club leads the event for the execution and ensured 

coordination to encourage leadership and participation; linked with healthcare awareness.  

Bharatiya Vivek Peeth: Centre for IKS, which promotes Indian Knowledge Systems and 

traditional wisdom. reflecting strong collaboration and student engagement. The Cell 

highlighted cultural and traditional significance of the festival, promoted indigenous knowledge 

aligned with NEP 2020. The event coordinators included Mr. Sumanta Sen, Ms. Mansi, Ms. Srishti, 

and Mr. Ashutosha, whose dedicated efforts ensured smooth execution of the program. The 

program commenced with the ceremonial lamp lighting followed by a floral tribute to Swami 

Vivekananda Ji and Bhagwan Birsa Munda photographs by the dignitaries, faculty members, and 

student coordinators, symbolizing respect towards great leaders and their contributions to 

society. This was followed by a Lord Jagannath-themed devotional dance performance, which 

created a spiritual ambiance and highlighted the rich cultural heritage of Odisha. Dr. Jyotirmaya 

Sahoo Dean, School of Pharmacy, addressed the gathering and elaborated on the significance of 

Maha Bishuba Milan, explaining its cultural, historical, and social importance. The speech 

emphasized the importance of preserving traditions while integrating them with modern 

education. Students then showcased a vibrant dance drama depicting various traditional foods 

and famous places of Odisha. This performance not only entertained the audience but also 

educated them about the diverse cultural aspects of the state. A group dance performance on 

popular Odia songs further energized the event and demonstrated the enthusiasm and 

coordination among the students. 

The event concluded with a formal vote of thanks delivered by Mr Sumanta Sen, acknowledging 

the efforts of all participants, organizers, and dignitaries. This was followed by the National 

Anthem, marking the formal closure of the program. After the official proceedings, all attendees 

enjoyed Bel Panna, a traditional Odia drink, skillfully prepared by Mr. Pravas Ranjan Dash from 

Bael fruit (Aegle marmelos). Bael (Aegle marmelos), a prominent Ayurvedic medicinal plant of 

the Rutaceae family, is characterized by its bioactive compounds like marmesinin and aegelin. It 

acts as a potent antioxidant, antidiarrheal, and anti-inflammatory agent, with pharmacological 

applications in diabetes, hepatoprotection, and cardiovascular health. Bael Pana (wood apple 

drink) is a refreshing, nutrient-dense summer cooler known for treating digestive issues like 

constipation and diarrhea. Packed with antioxidants, vitamins A and C, it provides natural body 

cooling, boosts immunity, detoxifies the liver, and treats peptic ulcers. The drink not only added 

authenticity to the celebration but also highlighted its medicinal importance such as aiding 

digestion, cooling the body, boosting immunity, and supporting overall health, thereby linking 

cultural practices with pharmacognosy knowledge.  
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 TAKEAWAY (OUTCOMES): The Maha Bisuba Milan celebration organized by the School of 

Pharmacy was met with enthusiasm and joy by all attendees. The event successfully blended 

cultural traditions with academic spirit, providing a platform for students and faculty to come 

together to understand the value of Indian Culture and heritage, Unity in Diversity and 

Traditional Indian Knowledge system that is how food since is linked with culture and festival. 

POSTER OF THE EVENT 
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PHOTOS OF THE EVENT 
 

 

 

Fig 1: United to before Basundhara Theki (water offering) over the Tulsi Chaura (तुलसी-मंचा)                        

 
  

Fig 2: lamp lighting ceremony 

  
 

 
           

     Fig 3: Students performing devotional dance      Fig 4: Students performing Odia Culture
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