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AJU FASHION FORWARD 2025 

 

OBJECTIVE: 

The objective of AJU Fashion Forward 2025 is to provide a dynamic platform that celebrates 

innovation, creativity, and sustainability in fashion by: 

1. Showcasing the creative excellence of young fashion design students from Arka Jain 

University through their original collections. 

2. Reinforcing alumni engagement by offering a platform for AJU fashion alumni to 

present their evolving design sensibilities and professional journeys. 

3. Encouraging sustainable practices in fashion by featuring garment collections 

designed by aspiring school students with a focus on eco-friendly and sustainable 

design. 

4. Fostering industry-academia collaboration by creating opportunities for interaction 

among students, alumni, educators, and industry professionals. 

5. Promoting talent and confidence among budding designers by providing them a 

professional stage to present their work to a wider audience. 

This annual fashion event aims to position Arka Jain University as a forward-thinking 

institution committed to shaping responsible, innovative, and future-ready fashion 

professionals. 

DETAILS: 

The AJU Fashion Forward 2025 was a spectacular evening of fashion, innovation, and 

sustainability, held at the elegant United Club, Jamshedpur. The historic Durbar Hall 

staircase was transformed into a captivating ramp, where its majestic pillars and colonial 

charm created a visually rich and immersive atmosphere. The sundown setting added a 

dramatic flair, perfectly complementing the creative energy of the event. 

Chief Guest & Special Guests: 

The evening was graced by Ms. Purnima Sahu, MLA of Seraikela-Kharsawan, Jharkhand, 

as the Chief Guest, who delivered a powerful address on women empowerment and the 

critical role of women in leading and shaping the fashion industry as entrepreneurs, creators, 

and changemakers. 

Date of Event 26.04.2025 

Name of the Event AJU FASHION FORWARD 2025 

Type of the Event 
Experiential Learning/ Participative Learning/ Problem 

Solving Methodologies (2.3.1) 

Conducted by DEPARTMENT OF FASHION DESIGN 

No. Of Participants 450 



 

3 | P a g e  
 

Esteemed Guests Included: 

• Dr. Mita Tarafdar, Scientist, NML-CSIR, who spoke on the intersection of science 

and design, encouraging innovation in material and textile development. 

• Padma Raj Keshri, a distinguished designer and sustainability expert associated with 

NIFT, NID, and Ralph Lauren, Bangalore, unveiled his visionary REdenim 

Collection—a contemporary tribute to sustainability and circular fashion, reimagining 

denim with ethical processes and environmental consciousness. 

• Tripti Kumari, NIFT graduate, accessory designer and founder of GetDirty Paws, a 

sustainable pet accessory brand, shared her journey as a model, entrepreneur, and 

creative force in niche fashion markets. 

Student Design Showcases: 

The event featured thematic collections by the fashion design students of AJU, presenting a 

compelling blend of tradition, experimentation, and trend innovation. Highlights included: 

• Five Elements – A symbolic representation of nature’s core forces through texture, 

color, and form. 

• Military Fashion – Structured silhouettes and utilitarian aesthetics redefined with 

modern flair. 

• Indo-Western Fusion – A seamless blend of ethnic and contemporary styles, 

celebrating cultural duality. 

• Tribes of Jharkhand – In collaboration with Kalamandir, students honored tribal 

craftsmanship, motifs, and handloom traditions. 

• Saree Redefined – A bold take on India's iconic garment, reimagined for the 

contemporary global woman. 

• Aurora Borealis – A visually stunning collection inspired by the northern lights, using 

luminous fabrics and flowing silhouettes. 

• Tarini – Of the Stars and More... – Celestial themes brought to life through metallic 

textures, deep hues, and cosmic motifs. 

Design Aspirants Competition – Sustainable Fashion Challenge: 

The grand finale featured a competitive showcase by school-level fashion design aspirants, 

with the theme “Sustainable Design”. Participants were challenged to work with eco-friendly 

and unconventional materials such as jute, coir, paper waste, and transform them using 

traditional and innovative techniques like cording, braiding, weaving, and fiber 

manipulation. 

Designs reflected: 

• Textural innovation through hand-crafted surfaces. 

• Creative reuse of waste materials in couture-like silhouettes. 

• Futuristic experimentation with fibers and form, pushing the boundaries of eco-

fashion. 

The young participants stunned the audience with their ingenuity, responsibility, and design 

excellence, making the competition a truly magnificent and memorable conclusion to the 

evening. 



 

4 | P a g e  
 

 

AJU Fashion Forward 2025 stood not just as a fashion showcase but as a movement for 

creative expression, cultural pride, and sustainability—cementing Arka Jain University's 

role as a leader in fashion education and innovation. 

TAKEAWAY (OUTCOMES): 

The AJU Fashion Forward 2025 event delivered several key takeaways for students, 

educators, industry professionals, and aspiring designers alike. These insights reflect the 

evolving landscape of fashion and its role in shaping a more creative, inclusive, and 

sustainable future: 

🔹  Fashion as a Medium of Empowerment 

The event reinforced that fashion is not just about aesthetics—it is a powerful medium 

for self-expression, cultural storytelling, and especially, women empowerment, as 

highlighted by the Chief Guest, Ms. Purnima Sahu. 

🔹  Sustainability is the Future 

From student collections to the aspirants’ competition, the emphasis on sustainable 

materials, waste reuse, and eco-friendly techniques showed that responsible fashion is 

no longer optional but essential. 

The REdenim Collection and aspirants' use of jute, coir, paper waste, and handcrafting 

methods demonstrated how innovation and ethics can coexist in fashion. 

🔹  Young Talent is Redefining Fashion Norms 

Student designers explored bold, original concepts—from tribal heritage to celestial 

themes—showcasing how the next generation is redefining what fashion looks and feels 

like. 

The participation of school-level aspirants proved that creative thinking begins early, and 

nurturing it through platforms like AJU Fashion Forward is vital. 

🔹  Collaboration Enhances Learning 

The involvement of industry experts, scientists, and entrepreneurs created a 

multidisciplinary learning environment, encouraging students to think beyond 

conventional fashion boundaries. 

The event illustrated the value of partnerships between academia, industry, and culture-

focused organizations like Kalamandir. 

🔹  Venue and Presentation Matter 

The stunning setup at United Club’s Durbar Hall staircase showcased how space and 

storytelling elevate the fashion experience. The pillars and sunset ambiance added drama 
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and heritage to the runway, emphasizing the importance of environmental aesthetics in 

fashion events. 

🔹  Fashion Can Drive Social and Cultural Change 

By honouring tribal artistry, promoting local crafts, and spotlighting eco-conscious 

practices, the event illustrated how fashion can serve as a vehicle for cultural 

preservation, community awareness, and social responsibility. 

In conclusion, AJU Fashion Forward 2025 was more than a runway show—it was a lesson 

in leadership, innovation, and values, setting a strong foundation for the future of fashion 

design at Arka Jain University. 

 

  



 

6 | P a g e  
 

POSTER OF THE EVENT 
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PHOTOS OF THE EVENT 

 

Fig.1- Lamp Lighting Ceremony 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 2- Presenting the Guest with Madhubani Painting 
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Fig. 3- Young Designer Dipika and her Collection – IndoWestern 
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Fig. 4- Alumni Collection X Kalamandir Saksham SHG Federation – Tribes of Jharkhand 

Fig. 5- Young Designer – Parwati Thakur and Collection – Tarini from the stars 
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Fig. 5- Project Redenim from the Lakme Fashion Week Designer 

 

 

Fig. 6- Young Designer – Saba Amir, Collection – Military – la’ ultima moda 
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Fig. 7- Address by Director Campus – Prof. Dr. Angad Tiwary 
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Fig. 8- Anchors – Shristhi and Aneesha 
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Fig. 9- Welcome Dance – Kandisa 

 

 

Fig. 10 – Young Designer – Tarandeep Kaur, Collection – Pancha Mahabhuta 
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Fig. 11 – Young Designer – Deepa Sharma, Collection – Aurora Borealis 

 

Fig. 12 – Alumni Designer X Design Hive – Khushboo Sharma, Collection – Saree Redefined 
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Fig. 13 – Young Designers – Sadia Kausar & Shiwangi Sharma, Collection – Veil and Valour 
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Fig. 14 – Design aspirants from school – Sustainable Design Competition 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS (sustainable design competition) 
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