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OBJECTIVE: The Faculty Development Program (FDP) on "Design Thinking: Empowering 

Educators to Enhance Students' Learning and Engagement" aimed to equip educators with 

innovative teaching methodologies that foster creativity, problem-solving, and student-

centered learning. Organized by the Centre for Capacity Building and Human Resource 

Development and the Department of Management (BBA) at ARKA JAIN University, the one-

week FDP was held from December 9-14, 2024. Led by resource person Prof. Ujwal Prakash, 

Assistant Professor at the School of Commerce and Management, the program sought to help 

faculty members integrate design thinking principles into their teaching practices. The 

primary goal was to enhance student engagement, critical thinking, and overall learning 

experiences by fostering empathy, collaboration, and hands-on experimentation, allowing 

students to actively participate in learning and develop critical 21st-century skills. 

DETAILS: The FDP was structured as an interactive and immersive learning experience over 

six days, with 35 participants from India and abroad actively engaging in the program. Each 

day focused on different aspects of design thinking and its implementation in education. 

Day 1 introduced participants to the fundamental principles of design thinking, emphasizing 

the importance of a human-centered approach in education. Prof. Ujwal Prakash elaborated 

on how educators could leverage empathy to understand students' challenges and tailor their 

teaching methods accordingly. 
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Day 2 focused on defining learning challenges and identifying key areas where design 

thinking could enhance student engagement. Through collaborative discussions and 

brainstorming sessions, educators mapped out real-world classroom challenges and explored 

innovative solutions. 

Day 3 delved into ideation techniques, encouraging participants to generate creative teaching 

strategies. Activities included mind-mapping, role-playing, and scenario-based problem-

solving to develop student-centric learning methodologies. 

Day 4 was dedicated to prototyping innovative teaching strategies. Faculty members worked 

in teams to develop lesson plans and teaching aids that incorporated design thinking 

principles. Hands-on activities helped them refine their ideas and make them more practical 

for classroom implementation. 

Day 5 focused on testing and feedback mechanisms. Participants presented their prototypes 

and received constructive feedback from peers and experts. The iterative process allowed 

educators to refine their teaching strategies and adapt them for real-world application. 

Day 6 concluded the program with a discussion on the long-term integration of design 

thinking in education. The session included reflections, success stories, and action plans for 

incorporating design thinking into various subjects. Participants shared their key takeaways 

and outlined how they intended to implement their learnings in their teaching practices. 

OUTCOME: The FDP successfully provided educators with valuable insights into design 

thinking methodologies and their application in teaching. Participants gained a deeper 

understanding of how to create student-centric learning experiences that encourage curiosity 

and active participation. Faculty members left with practical strategies to foster innovation in 

the classroom, ultimately leading to improved student engagement and learning outcomes. 

Additionally, the program facilitated knowledge-sharing among educators from diverse 

backgrounds, further enhancing collaborative learning. The feedback from participants was 

overwhelmingly positive, with many expressing enthusiasms for implementing design 

thinking strategies in their classrooms. The FDP significantly contributed to enhancing the 

overall quality of education by promoting an interactive and student-driven learning 

environment. 

 



 

The event reaffirmed ARKA JAIN University's commitment to academic excellence and faculty 

development. As the only NAAC ‘A’ accredited state private university in Bihar, Jharkhand, 

and West Bengal in the first cycle, AJU continues to set benchmarks in higher education. This 

FDP was yet another step towards fostering innovation in teaching and empowering 

educators with tools to enhance students' learning experiences. 
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FIG 1: GEO TAG PHOTO OF FDP ON "DESIGN THINKING: EMPOWERING EDUCATORS TO ENHANCE 
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FIG 2: SCREENSHOT OF THE EVENT 
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