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Abstract:

South Asian Literature manifests the literary imagination, distinct thematic concerns
and linguistic inventiveness of Asian writers as they negotiate their varied cultural
identities. The loss of self identity is one of the most disturbing aspects of South
Asian contemporary life. Identity is vital as they carve the conduct of an individual.
Jayanta Mahapatra is a universally acclaimed Indian English poet who has imparted
significantly to the development of Indian English poetry and has been an authentic
voice for social-realism and common stigmas of this part of the globe. Jayanta
Mahapatra was born in a Christian family in Odisha who lived in a Hindu society
which sings the praises of Lord Jagannath. Despite these factors, Mahapatra’s poetry
reflects a deep awareness of the Indian background. His poetry explores his
unbreakable relationship with the religion, culture, rituals, traditions and myths of
Odisha, a state of India. The poet, being firmly rooted in Odishan soil, the legends,
history and the myth associated with Odisha, makes them an integral part of his
poetry. The search for roots is a common trend in modern South Asian poetry.
Mahapatra, as a poet, looks at broad issues of national history through the
experience of personal life. The poet is intensely aware of his environment and with
sharp sensitivity and striking details he has vividly depicted, in his poems, the
landscape, history, myths, culture, social life, poverty, religious rites and rituals,
superstitions and beliefs prevalent in the local life of Odisha. This paper will portray
the poet’s search for self with special reference to the selected poems composed by
Jayanta Mahapatra as his poems deal with the question of self, search for roots and
identity with great precision.
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Abstract

South Asian Literature manifests the literary imagination, distinct thematie concerns and linguistic
inventiveness of Asian writers as they negotiate their varied cultural identities. The loss of self-

identity is one of the most disturbing aspectsof South Asian contemporary life. Identity is vitalas they
carve the conduct of an individual. JayantaMahapatra is a universally acclaimed Indian English poct
who has imparted significantly to the development of Indian English poetry and has been an authentic
voice for social-realism and common stigmas of this part of the globe.

JayantaMahapatrawas born in a Christian family in Odishawho lived in a Hindu societywhich sings
the praises of Lord Jagannath. Despite these factors, Mahapatra’s poetry reflects a deep awareness of
the Indian background. His poctry explores his unbreakable relationship with the religion, culture,
rituals, traditions and myths of Odisha. a state of India. The poet, being firmly rooted in Odishan soil,
the Iegcnds history and the myth associated with Odisha, makes them an integral part of his poctry.

he search for roots is a common trend in modern South Asian poetry. Mahapatra, as a poet, looks at
bmad issues of national history through the experience of personal life. The poet is intensely aware of
his environment and with sharp sensitivity and striking details he has vividly depicted, in his poem:
the landscape, history, myths, eulture, social life, poverty, religious rites and rituals, superstitions and
beliefs prevalent in the local life of Odisha.

This paper willporteay the poet’s search for self with special reference to the selected poemscomposed
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like a dying butterfly

as a bearded, saffron-robed

man asks me, firmly:

Are you a Hindoo? (Mahapatra 604)

The poct is confronted with the question.
“Who am I? It can basically be termed as the
problem of identity. The essential involvement
with the self and the society is at the root of
Mahapatra’s finest poem. Relationship. The
epigraph of the poem derived from Walt
Whitman's Song of Myself is suggestive of a
two basic concerns of Mahapatra’s own poetry
and his growth as a poet. The main inspiration

behind relationship arises is his confrontation

the existential affliction together with his
prodigious self. A poet’s spontancous response
1o the landscape of his nation, his experience
of culture and culture of his land and lots of
different explanations about it collectively
define his identity. The poem starts with the
invocation like in an epic. Its main purpose is
10 know the origin of the universe.

Once again one must sit back and bury the
facein this earth of the forbidding myth,
the phallus of the enormous stone,

when the lengthened shadow of a
restless vulture . .. (Mahapatra 466)
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in his Song of Myself Mahapatra may not
Mahapatra expresses path of rootedness in the brazenly declare that he's “colossal” and that
Odiyan soil. Relationship is the torch-bearer he “comprises multitudes”. However the
which scts his poctry into the mainstream of underlying current of this claim and the poet’s
the Indian Enelish noctry with profound hindrance h_the group. the =
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Mahapatra's Relationship. Like Walt Whitman
I move with the delirium of the past,
applaud with the lean, withered dawns of my hands,
10 set my lips on shy white jasmines

that harden into the stone breast of Konark dancers.

tion of the brutality of the oppressors

unable to escape the trances
of my place, my endurance
simply creating gestures of magnificence. (Mahapatra 45-46)

The poctic world of Jayanta Mahapatra is
weaved with Indian consciousness. His poems
are a representation of his kinship with the
various landscapes of his identity. His home
land, Odisha is the source of paradoxical
views expressed in his poetry. A sensitive
reader would always awe about the persona of
Mahapatra, unless he gets familiar with his
background. The poet feels his self has
transferred into a place or landscape. Out of
fear, his mind raises the question about
existence in the present and doubts for the
future with a wounded past in the heart

Works Cited:

“Land and Identity in the Poctry of
Stephen Gill and Jayanta Mahapatra. by
Dr. Jaydeep Sarangi. India.”
Pakistanchristianpost.com, 20 Apr. 2004,
ttps://wwiw.pakistanchristianpost.com/opi
nion-details/174.

Das, Bijay KumarCritical Essays o
Poetry. Delhi: Kalyani Publishers. 1993
Das, Bijay Kumar. The Poetry of Jayanta
Mahapatra. Atlantic, 2009

Mahapatra, Jayanta. Burden of Waves and
Fruits. Washington D.C: Three Continent
Press, 1988

Mahapatra, Jayanta. Collected Poem.
Paperwall Media & Publishing Pvt. Lid,
2017

o—@@@—o

ISSN 2320-2750 May-June | 2022

Year-10 Volume -3 Issue-52

[T

1257

23-06-2022




